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Mission Statement: 

The Iredell Soil and Water   

Conservation District  

encourages wise use and  

management of our natural   

resources through planning,  

leadership, technical expertise, 

education, and proper  

administration of conservation 

programs for the citizens of  

Iredell County.   

 

Furthermore, it is the goal of 

the Iredell Soil and Water  

Conservation District to: 

¶ protect the environment,  

¶ promote and preserve    

        the economic viability    

        of agriculture, and 

¶ encourage urban conser-

vation practices within the 

county. 
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Inside this issue:  

All of our technical programs are doing well and are addressing all aspects of 

agriculture. With the strides forward that have been made with dairy and beef 

producers in the county, the Iredell SWCD Board listed Poultry as the top prior-

ity in their 2018 NCACSP strategy. With the amount of Job Approval Authority 

granted to the Iredell SWCD staff, all but a small percentage of Best Manage-

ment Practices are able to be planned, designed, installed and approved in 

house.  Iredell County continues to be the #1 milk producing county in the state. 
 

The educational programs as well as the NCACSP and AGWRAP programs 

continue to be strong and growing.  Our programs reach Iredell County citizens 

of all ages.  Please see the respective programs sections within this annual report 

to learn about them. 
 

The Iredell SWCD Board is concerned about the amount of tillage beginning to 

occur within the county, and after much discussion and thought, agreed to host a 

No-Till seminar with Vice Chairman Jimmy Howard to be the lead supervisor 

for this.  The seminar will take place on October 5, 2017 at the Iredell Agricul-

tural Center in Statesville.  Through this seminar we hope to inform our local 

crop producers of the advantages of no-till farming from both a soil health and 

financial aspect. 
 

In closing let me say the Iredell SWCD Board and staff take pride in what has 

taken place in Iredell County this past year and look forward to next year. 

 

Jim Summers 

Department Head 

As fiscal year 2017 winds down, the Iredell 

SWCD Board and staff can look back at the 

changes and take pride on the accomplish-

ments that took place this past year.   During 

this past year we had a supervisor resign. 

Matthew Pence was appointed to fill this 

vacancy.  We welcome Matthew to the 

board. The Iredell SWCD continues to     

explore ways to make our funds (NCACSP 

& ASWRAP) go farther and at the same 

time reach new customers.   
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          History and Facts About Iredell SWCD  

When was Iredell SWCD formed? 

Iredell County first joined the Middle Yadkin Soil 

Conservation District, which had been established 

in March 1939, and included Cabarrus, Davie,   

Rowan and Davidson counties. This district was 

organized under the provisions of Chapter 139, 

Soil Conservation Districts Law of 1937. The mul-

ti-county district functioned until 1963, when the 

board of supervisors petitioned the State Soil and 

Water Conservation Commission, under Section 

14 of the Districts Law, to divide the Middle Yad-

kin Soil and Water Conservation District into five   

single county districts. Favorable action was      

received from the State Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Commission on September 16, 1963. Thus, 

the Iredell Soil and Water Conservation District 

was formed. 

Who were some of the early leaders in the con-

servation movement in Iredell County? 

The Iredell District has been very fortunate in   

having great leaders in the past and present. The 

supervisors who served on the board in the early 

days were: J.C. Murdock, William M. Pressly, 

James P. VanHoy, Ralph H. Page, Sam P. Jones, J. 

L. Rice, J. T. Patterson, J. Wade Hendrix, Beamon 

Nance, and Harper A. VanHoy. These men set a 

good example for the supervisors serving after 

them to follow.  

How many members serve on the board and 

when do they meet? 

A five member Board of Supervisors, composed 

of three elected members and two appointed 

members, governs the Iredell SWCD. Terms of 

office are for four years. Officers for the District 

are elected in January for the calendar year. 

All meetings of the Board of Supervisors are open 

to the public. Meetings are held monthly on the  

second Tuesday at 9:00 AM in the Iredell County 

Agriculture Resource Center at 444 Bristol Drive, 

Statesville. Anyone desiring to attend a meeting 

may receive information of meeting plans and a 

copy of the agenda from members of the Board of 

Supervisors or from a District staff member. In   

addition, any changes to the meeting date and 

time will be posted outside of the office. 

What services does the District offer? 

Iredell SWCD offers to the public the following         

services: technical assistance, education pro-

grams, and general information assistance to land-

owners, consultants, and units of government. 

This assistance is available to all citizens regard-

less of race, creed,  color, national origin, and reli-

gious or political preference. 

Iredell SWCD Board of Supervisors 

Board of Supervisors:  

Jimmy Gray ð  Chairman Appointed  

Jimmy Howard ð  Vice-Chairman Elected  

Andrew Allison ð     Secretary/Treasurer Elected  

Brian Harwell ð    Member Appointed   

Matthew Pence ð  Member Elected  

David Sides ð        Associate Member  Board of Supervisors front row and back row:                                           

Andrew Allison and David Sides; Brian Harwell, 

Jimmy Gray, Matthew Pence and Jimmy Howard   
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Programs Utilized in FY 2016 

The following is a list of programs that were utilized during the Fiscal Year 2016 to address local priorities 

and concerns. These programs were implemented in a complimentary manner, maximizing the delivery of 

conservation benefits to clients. 

Locally Initiated Programs 

Third Creek Watershed (maintenance/repair)  Urban Conservation 

Farmland Preservation     Environmental Education 

Water Supply Watershed Protection 

      Cooperated with Cooperative Extension Service, Farm Service Agency, Rural Development, NC Forest  
Service, NC Wildlife Resources Commission, and others. 

State Initiated Programs 

NC Agriculture Cost Share Program ï NCACSP Yadkin River Watershed Improvement Project 

NC Dam Safety ï NCDEQ    Confined Animals Permits ï NCDEQ 

Beaver Management Assistance Program 

Federally Initiated Programs 

Conservation Technical Assistance ï CTA  Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program ï WHIP 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program ï EQIP Conservation Reserve Program ï CRP 

Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program ï FRPP    Conservation Stewardship Program ï CSP 

Other 

Natural Resource Inventory    Soil survey maps and related data 

District long range plans     Ag Census data 

Cumulative progress report data    Land Trust-Farmland Preservation  

Other data sources as identified     

Wetlands inventory, flood maps, USDA topo maps, aerial photos and other resources 

Natural resources plans: FSA, NCACSP, Waste Utilization Plans 

Iredell SWCD and NRCS Staff 

From left to right: Jonathan Creason, Jim Summers, 

Louise Wooten, JaôBioas Glenn, and Jim Propst 

Iredell SWCD Staff 

Jim Summers: SWCD, Dept. Head/District Soil Conservationist    

James.Summers@ncnacdnet.net 

Jonathan Creason: SWCD District Ag Cost Share Soil Conservationist                   

Jonathan.Creason@nc.nacdnet.net 

Louise Wooten: SWCD, Admin/Education Coordinator 

Louise.Wooten3@gmail.com 

                                       NRCS Staff  

Jim Propst: NRCS, Supervisory Soil Conservationist     

Jim.Propst@nc.usda.gov 

JaôBioas Glenn: NRCS, Soil Conservationist                                  

Jabioas.Glenn@nc.usda.gov      
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Flooding on Third Creek had caused much widespread damage since the land was first cultivated around 1750. 

Therefore, the construction of these sites was of great benefit to citizens of the sponsoring counties of Iredell, 

Rowan and Alexander. 
 

There are eleven flood control structures along Third Creek. Ten of the sites are located in Iredell County and 

one in the edge of Alexander County near the Iredell County line. Rowan and Iredell Counties receive 99% of 

the flood control benefits. 
 

As a result of action taken in 1974 to dissolve the Third Creek Watershed Improvement District, the Iredell 

Soil and Water Conservation District assumed responsibility for maintenance of the eleven sites.  The counties 

of Iredell and Rowan, through a joint resolution, provide funding for this maintenance. 
 

The Iredell District is charged with maintenance of nine watershed sites in Iredell County and the one in Alex-

ander County.  In order to obtain an approved parcel plat for land around site # 34 liability and maintenance 

has been accepted by the developers.  These developers are Bank of America and Lakeside Vista Partners, 

LLC. 
 

All ten sites were mowed once in the fall and once in the spring. This service was provided by Country Boy 

Landscaping of Statesville, NC. An on-site inspection is conducted annually in early spring to determine 

maintenance needs for each of the ten sites. 
 

The trash rack was replaced on site # 9 and district staff treated site #ôs 7a, 11, 18, 20 &21 with aquatic herbi-

cide to eliminate cattails and assorted other aquatic weeds on these sites.  Work is planned for site # 11.  This 

work consists of a new valve, valve stem and pedestal, access door and a trash rack.  Work is also needed on 

the access roads to site #ôs 10,18,19,20 and 21.   
 

The Iredell SWCD continues to participate in an aggressive beaver trapping program to prevent blockage of 

principal spillways in the watershed structures. Trapping assistance is provided by the Beaver Management 

Assistance Program. This program is through a joint agreement with USDA-Aphis and the North Carolina 

Wildlife Resources Commission. Participation in this program is available through funding provided by Iredell 

County. Other maintenance costs are funded through Iredell and Rowan Counties. 
 

James F. Summers  

  

 

Staff Reports 

Third Creek Watershed 

Annual Report 

Fiscal Year 2016 - 2017 

Recently      

installed     

trash rack at         

Watershed  Site 

#9 
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North Carolina Agriculture Cost Share Program Report 

Iredell County, North Carolina 

Fiscal Year 2016 

The Iredell Soil and Water Conservation District respectfully submits a report of the North Carolina        

Agriculture Cost Share Program (NCACSP) and its activities from July 1, 1990 until June 30, 2017.  

The Iredell Soil and Water Conservation District (ISWCD) supervisors and office staff administers the cost 

share program in the County of Iredell. Each year, using a projection of needs and past accomplishments, 

the Iredell SWCD develops a ñStrategy Planò that sets policy for the ISWCD. This plan, based on state 

guidelines, sets forth the priorities of the District and is referred to many times during the year.  

The Division of Soil and Water Conservation, NCDA&CS appropriates Best Management Practice (BMP) 

funding to the 96 conservation districts across North Carolina. This funding can only be used for 

cost sharing with land users and the checks are mailed from the Division of Soil and Water Conservation  

directly to the land user after they have completed the BMP(s) by following a contract written by ISWCD 

office staff members. The district board members approve each step taken through cost sharing from the 

initial Application for Assistance, the Contract, and the Request for Payment. Office staff members keep 

the supervisors informed of progress and any problems during the installation of practices.  

The Iredell District received $63,669.00 during Fiscal Year 2017 for cost sharing with land users. There 

were three applicants with all three of these receiving cost sharing. Because of the interest in this program 

in Iredell County, a total of $3,991,569.00 has been appropriated for Iredell County land users since 1990. 

In addition, the Iredell District received $13,527 through the Agriculture Water Resources Assistance    

Program (AgWRAP).  These funds are aimed at increasing water quantity on agricultural operations,      

including ponds for irrigation and wells for livestock water. 

Practices planned during Fiscal Year 2017 include:  

Fencing (livestock exclusion from streams), stream crossings, livestock watering systems, heavy use area 

protection, cropland conversion to grass, and irrigation and livestock wells. 

Jonathan Creason  

Livestock exclusion  Livestock watering facility  
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District Education Report 

Fiscal Year 2016 ï 2017 

Programs Conducted: From July 2016 through June 30, 2017, the following programs were given:  Total 

sessions: 43; Total students: 1,144; classroom presentations; Environmental Field Day with 189 students;   

West Iredell Middle School Summer Science Camp programs; Library programs. Topics included: Living Soil  

Caf®, The Incredible Journey/Water cycle, ñOn Meadowview Street.ò (Note: These numbers are lower than 

usual due to surgery and recovery.) 

Environmental Field Day:  The 4th Annual Environmental Field Day was held on Tuesday, September 20, 

2016 at Oak Springs Girl Scout Camp on Turnersburg Hwy.  189 students and teachers from Central and 

Troutman elementary schools attended. Students rotated through eight stations including Soils, Habitats, 

Groundwater, Wildlife, Forestry, Human Effects on the Environment, Agriculture and Ecosystems. Two    

sponsors were secured for this event, contributing a total of $500. 

Contests: Theme: Soil & WateréYours for Life - Contests were promoted throughout Iredell County.       

Students submitted entries for the 5th grade Poster Contest this year. Sally Prevette placed 1st in Area VIII.  

Envirothon: The Southern Piedmont Envirothon was held at Catawba College Center for the Environment on 

March 14 for middle school students and March 15 for high school students. Iredell SWCD had seven high 

school teams registered to compete, but due to transportation issues on the day of competition, three teams did 

not attend.  We had two middle school teams compete this year. One high school team advanced to the State 

competition. Louise was on the planning committee for the Area 8 Envirothon. Louise and her husband served 

as guides for the NC Envirothon competition in Alamance County. 

Resource Conservation Workshop: Jonathan Wilson, a rising junior from South Iredell High School, attend-

ed the RCW from June 25 through June 30 at the campus of NC State. He plans to attend the August Board of 

Supervisors meeting to share his experience as well as write an article for our newsletter. 

Iredell County Fair: We had a fair booth display, focusing on Best Management Practices. 

NCCDEA Newsletter Editor: Louise accepted this position and has created two editions of the DEA 

statewide newsletter - The Grapevine. 

Soil Health Workshop: Planning has begun for the October 5, 2017 workshop. 

Hall of Fame: Louise worked on documentation for Wade Carrigan to receive the Hall of Fame Award ï 

which was presented at the January 2017 Annual Meeting in Charlotte. 

CET Committees: Louise is on the planning committee for the 2016 and 2017 CET General Committee and 

the Education Track Committee.  

Mobile Soils Classroom Committees: Louise is on the Mobile Soils Classroom Committee as well as the  

Education subcommittee.  

Newsletters: Two issues of the Conservation Ripple were published this fiscal year. 

Social Media: Our Facebook page for Iredell SWCD has been updated and maintained. 

District Website: www.Iredellswcd.org Louise updates and maintains content of the District Website. 

Annual Report: Louise compiled information for the Annual Report. 

Louise Wooten                                                                                                                          

http://www.Iredellswcd.org
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Education Photos 

Summer Reading programs at Iredell County Public Libraries 

covered the book ñOn Meadowview Street.ò After hearing the 

story, children created grass heads to learn how things grow. 

Students from Central Elementary School pose with Louise 

Wooten. Sally Prevette, center, placed first in the County and  

Area 8 levels. Congratulations! Kyle Loftis placed 2nd and Alexa 

Barger 3rd in the County competition. 

Wade and Phyllis Carrigan pose for a photo at the Annual 

Meeting in Charlotte. Wade received the Hall of Fame 

Award for his years of dedication to conservation. 

Above: 6th grade students at North Iredell Middle School 

studied soils and explored  the importance of soil. 

Left: 8th grade students at Troutman Middle School    

experience hands-on activities with a watershed program.  


